HOW TO PUT TOGETHER AN INTERFAITH SERVICE

1.  Decide on the topic of the service. Since this is a Boy Scout related service, it would probably be a good idea to pick some point of the Scout Law and concentrate on that.

2.  Next, find a sourcebook such as World Scripture: A Comparative Anthology of Sacred Texts (published by the International Religious Foundation) and assemble prayers and meditations representing insights on that law from several different religions.
If most of the Scouts are of one particular religion, then that religion should be well represented. But do not make it proportional! After all, this is a learning experience for all the Scouts, and they will learn very little if they hear only familiar things. And they will learn the wrong lesson if they are presented with mostly their own familiar beliefs, with a sop thrown in for the “others.”

Moreover, if you know that there are one or more Scouts from another religion, be sure to include something from their religion as well. This will help make them feel included in the service.


It is very important, however, to have the bulk of the prayers and meditations from religions that are not represented by the Scouts present.
3.  All of these elements must be printed in a service leaflet so that nothing comes as a surprise to the participants. Some followers of one religion may actually be prohibited from participating in a prayer or meditation from another particular religion.

Whenever a prayer or meditation is presented, it should also be made clear where it comes from in the leader’s introduction to it. For example, the leader might say, “The following prayer is taken from the Zoroastrian religion. Please read along aloud or silently if you wish.” Do not force any Scout to pray or say anything he may be uncomfortable with.

4.  If the leader or other participant wishes to give an extended commentary (sermon) on a particular reading, be sure that it is inclusive.

5.  Avoid hymns, especially those that refer to particular religions. While it might be all right to sing about God’s blessings in a patriotic song (where the concept of God is not specified), it is quite another matter to have Scouts singing out “Onward, Christian Soldiers” while basically surrounding a Scout of a different religion who would most likely find this intimidating.

As always, the test is the Golden Rule: “How would I feel if everyone around me were singing a hymn to Zeus or Mohammed?” If you would feel uncomfortable or out-of-place, then don’t impose it on others.

6.  The general organization of the service should begin with the prayers and mediations – readings from various sacred scriptures. This should be followed by reflection, in which the leader or designated person discusses them or, if possible, leads a discussion among the participants. This can be followed by a responsive reading involving all twelve points of the Scout Law.
